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Hello AAEVT Members!!

I hope you are all enjoying the fall weather.  It’s crazy to 
think that AAEVT/AAEP is just around the corner.  I am 
extremely excited about the lineup of presenters for this 
year’s conference.  Come and learn the power of negotia-
tion, networking, working up the poor performance horse, 
anesthesia and much more.

As I write this letter, my heart 
fills with joy thinking about 
this past year.  The TENACITY 
of our members to continue 
to grow their knowledge and 
careers, the community this 
organization has become, and 
the empowerment our members 
give one another is truly inspir-
ing.  Getting to know more of 
AAEVT’s members as the 2025 
president has been a highlight 
of my career.

This past year the AAEVT hosted several CE events, and 
the executive board in its entirety was able to attend the re-
gional meeting held in Lexington, KY.  CE events were held 
in UT, KY, TX, AZ and our National Convention will be in 
Denver December 6-9th.  At these meetings a topic that has 
been brought up numerous times is the VPA/MLP position 
that is being created in Colorado and has legislation start-
ing in multiple other states to try and pass laws for cre-
ation of this position.  The AAEVT stands in opposition to 
the VPA/MLP along with several veterinary organizations.  

If you wish to know more about it, please reach out to a 
member of AAEVT’s Executive Board.  We would be more 
than happy to discuss this issue with you.  AAEVT’s official 
stance on the VPA/MLP can be found under the Profes-
sional, Publishing and Regulatory Resource tab.

I want to give a huge THANK YOU to the Executive 
Board Members and our Executive Team of 2025.  Your 
guidance, words of wisdom, and support throughout this 
year have been greatly appreciated.  Being in the presidency 
position has been an honor and I will cherish this time of 
my life always.  Travis Otremba left large shoes to fill in 
this leadership position. 

To Wiss Costanza, our fearless Executive Director, going to 
Washington D.C. with you to attend the VMAE, (Veteri-
nary Medical Association Executives), was a great experi-
ence.  Getting to experience you navigating the world of 
being an executive director, handling sponsorships, and 
standing strong to the mission of the AAEVT is inspiring.  
Thank you for everything you do!!!

I’m excited for Lexie Conrow’s presidency for 2026.  Her 
dedication to the AAEVT and its mission for the growth 
and sustainment of careers in equine medicine is strong.  
She may be soft-spoken but she has the TENACITY to 
stand strong and get things done!

Hope to see you all in Denver!!

Eli Olind, LVT  |  2025 AAEVT President 
Z Lazy S Relief Services LLC

From the President
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Emeritus/AAEVT Consultant: 
Deborah B. Reeder, B.A., RVT,  

VTS-EVN(R)
dbreeder@gmail.com   

Wimberley, TX 

Your Incoming 2026 AAEVT Board & Executive Team:

UPCOMING  
AAEVT EVENTS 
2026

February 20-21, 2026 – AAEVT Anesthesia Society Meeting 
Chapparal Veterinary Medical Center, Phoenix, AZ
April 10-11, 2026 – AAEVT Regional Meeting – King Animal Hospital, Ontario, Canada
August 14-15, 2026 – AAEVT Imaging Meeting – Black Diamond Equine Vet Clinic,  
Redmond, Oregon
October 2-3, 2026 – AAEVT Anesthesia Society Meeting – Rood & Riddle Equine,  
Lexington, Kentucky
December 7-10, 2026 – AAEVT/AAEP Convention – Las Vegas, Nevada

President:
Lexie Conrow, LVT

lconrow@aaevt.org
Lexington, KY

Past President:
Eli Olind, LVT

eolind@aaevt.org
Whitehall, MT

Vice President:
Jlynn Meyer, LVT

jmeyer@aaevt.org
 Prattsburg, NY

President Elect:
Arie Wolff, LVT, VTS-EVN

awolff@aaevt.org
Knoxville, TN

Secretary/Treasurer:
Sheena Kaleshian, CVT
skaleshian@aaevt.org

Sudberry, MA

Regional Director:
Trinette Merrill, LVMT

tmerrill@aaevt.org
Memphis, TN

Executive Director: 
Wiss Costanza

wcostanza@aaevt.org
Lancaster, NH

CFO:
Katie Soobrian, RVT, BA
ksoobrian@aaevt.org

Assistant Executive Director:
Kristi Ely, LVT, VTS-EVN(R)

kely@aaevt.org 
Crowley, TX

AAEVT Regional Contacts:
Our Regional Contacts are our “Boots on the Ground.”  They are the 

liaisons between our members and our Board—keeping everyone up to 
date on upcoming events, concerns and ideas. 

Find your state’s Regional Contact at aaevt.org/leadership

If you have an interest in becoming a part of our organization or 
would like to learn more, please reach out to our 2025 Regional  
Director Kimmie Burton at kburton@desertpinesequine.com.

We look forward to connecting with you at one or more of these meetings this year!
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Anne Bailey Scholarship:  
Annual Education Scholarship 
•  Hillery Williams 
•  Emma Miller-Brown

Milissa Finnegan Scholarship: Bi- 
Annual Online Certificate Program 
•  Taylor Ellison 
•  Erin Brown-Borgiet

Midge Leitch Scholarship:  
Annual Assistants First Time  
AAEVT/AAEP Attendee 
•  Courtney Doda

To learn more about our Scholarships  
and to apply: aaevt.org/resources/schol-
arships-awards/

Congratulations to the 2025 
Fall Scholarship Winners! 21st Annual Convention

Denver, Colorado, December 6-9, 2025

Adventure with 
    TenacityTenacity 

Recent graduates from the AAEVT 
Online Academy Certificate Program 
(since March 2025):

Emma Brown – NZ
Erin Myers – AZ
Khloe Walker – TX
Ashlyn Pinkerton – TX
Mary Hannah-Frisbie – TX
Stephanie Coyle – MO
Brooke Callewaert – BC, CAN
Pamela Hansen – FL
Molly McGaughey – CT
Jennifer Brillon – FL

Did You Know?
• Our Online Academy is recognized by 
the AAEP (your employers!)
• Most participants complete the  
program within 9 months
• Participants are eligible to receive  
a student discount to attend any  
AAEVT CE Event
• AAEVT offers two scholarships  
annually for this program
• The program is designed for  
Credentialed Technicians, Assistants, 
and Support Staff
• A new module for Practice Managers 
and Receptionists is coming soon — 
stay tuned!

Take a look at the program here: 
aaevt.org/online-certificate-program

Congratulations to the  
Online Certificate Academy 
Graduates!

KEYNOTE SPEAKER:  
Beth ‘Z’,Your Nerdy Best Friend  
“AI’s Biggest Questions, Myths, and Mysteries”
Artificial Intelligence (AI) often feels like a blend of 
buzzwords and bewilderment. Will robots take our 
jobs? Does ChatGPT steal our data? Are AI tools big 
fat liars?

Join Beth Z, Your Nerdy Best Friend, in a lively 
exploration of AI’s most puzzling questions and 
common myths. With nerdy humor mixed with 
practical tips, Beth Z makes the enigmatic world of 
AI a tad less intimidating and a lot more intriguing. 
In this session, you’ll...

- Learn ways to future-proof your job from an AI takeover

- Understand why AI makes up facts and how to combat misinformation

- Examine the issue of data privacy

- Gain insight into AI challenges with plagiarism and copyright infringement

- Discover the newest AI tools and how to stay on top of new AI technology 
and opportunities.

The AAEVT would like your input!
We’re excited to welcome Beth Z as a speaker and want to make her session 
on Artificial Intelligence (AI) as relevant and engaging as possible. Beth is  
eager to tailor her presentation to our community — and we’d love to in-
clude your ideas.

Please share what topics or questions you’d like Beth to cover by emailing 
info@aaevt.org. Your feedback will help ensure this is a personalized and 
valuable experience for everyone.
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Online Certificate Academy 

Learn more at www.AAEVT.org /online-certificate-program
Scholarships are available.

“This additional education helped grow and  
solidify my knowledge, giving me greater  

self-confidence and enabling me to be a more  
valuable asset to my practice and MOST   

importantly, to the equine patients I care for!”
— Felicia W., RVT

An online program providing equine specific  training —  
from basic to advanced — to those employed by equine  
practitioners and to those with an interest in pursuing  
a career in the equine veterinary profession.

Our commitment and dedication to the equine 
space continues.

Dedicated. Committed.
We are so
you can be.

Visit go.dechra-us.com/equine-resources to learn more about our 
full equine portfolio, or scan the QR code on your mobile device.

 © 2025 Dechra Veterinary Products LLC, 7015 College Blvd, Suite 525, Overland Park, KS 66211. Osphos®, Zycosan®, Provet®, and Phycox® EQ are registered trademarks of Dechra Limited. 
Orthokine® irap 60 is a registered trademark of Orthogen AG. Dechra is a registered trademark of Dechra Phamaceuticals Limted. E250082

For customer service, call your Dechra Representative or (866) 683-0660.
24-hour Veterinary Technical Support (866) 933-2472 | www.dechra-us.com | support@dechra.com

E250082 Equine product portfolio half page ad.indd   2E250082 Equine product portfolio half page ad.indd   2 9/4/2025   2:22:38 PM9/4/2025   2:22:38 PM



Fall 2025 Newsletter        5

Our 2025 Anesthesia Meetings have been incredible! A 
huge thank you to our AS Members who have shared 
their expertise and to their practices for hosting these 
events.

Our Winter AS Meeting was hosted by South Valley 
Equine in Utah with AAEVT AS Instructor Amanda 
Nielsen, and our Fall AS Meeting was hosted by 
Jackpot Veterinary Center in Arizona with AS Member 
Kelsey Thoms. Between their wonderful facilities, the 
cases presented, and our dedicated instructors, at-
tendees received outstanding education and hands-on 
experience.

A special shoutout as well to all our attendees—your 
enthusiasm, participation, and thoughtful feedback con-
tinue to shape this Society into the exceptional group it 
is today.

Your AS Committee has been hard at work implement-
ing updates to the Society—these are now posted on 
our website. We’re also excited to announce that the 
AAEVT Anesthesia Skills Verification Exam (formerly 
the Anesthesia Society Certificate Exam) will take place 
next year in Las Vegas during the AAEVT/AAEP  
Convention. Exam guidelines are now available on the 
AS webpage.

Looking ahead, our 
2026 AS Meetings are 
already scheduled!

• Winter (February 
20-21) – Chaparral 
Veterinary Medical 
Center, Arizona

• Fall (October 2-3) – Rood & Riddle, Lexington, KY

• AAEVT/AAEP Convention (December 7-10) Las 
Vegas

Mark your calendars — we can’t wait to see you there!

Do not forget to add to your calendars,  
the 2nd Saturday of the month: 
Saturday Morning Triple Drip!

As always, please share your ideas and feedback with 
our AS Chairs:

Lindsey Schoelen, Anesthesia Society Chair/Instructor  
lschoelen@aaevt.org

Travis Otremba, Anesthesia Society Co-Chair/Instructor 
totremba@aaevt.org

Your Voice Matters!

AAEVT Anesthesia Society
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A solid partnership with your client is essential for 
your patient’s well-being. By fostering trust and 
collaboration, you two create a team that supports 
their horse's health at every stage.

WAYS TO HELP BUILD 
STRONG RELATIONSHIPS 
WITH YOUR CLIENTS



Reach out to Autumn Miller
your Equine Account Specialist, at 904-815-1524 
or autumn.miller@carecredit.com to learn more. 
Or visit carecredit.com/equineinsights. © 2025 Synchrony Bank

AAEVT2025VE

Horse owners need help managing their companion’s care. Building a strong, trusting relationship with clients sets 
the stage for a successful partnership to deliver comprehensive, lifelong care. CareCredit is here to support both of 
you with a �exible �nancing option to help your clients get their horses the care they need, when they need it.

Encourage horse owners to voice any questions 
or concerns they might have about diagnoses and 
treatment costs. By welcoming their input, you create 
an open dialogue that fosters trust and con�dence. 
This helps you create a customized care plan for their 
horse and can start a conversation about payment 
options that help �t their �nancial situation.

INVITE THEM TO 
ASK QUESTIONS

Taking a collaborative approach to horse care means 
working closely with your clients to ensure all aspects 
of their horse’s health are addressed. This partnership
enhances communication, allowing both of you to
share insights and make well-informed decisions as a
team. Together, you build a trusted relationship that 
helps identify and meet the horse’s speci�c needs.

THINK OF HORSE 
OWNERS AS PARTNERS

Proactively talk with clients about the importance 
of creating a plan to manage the cost of their horse’s 
care before the unexpected moment arrives. Share 
options such as �exible �nancing with the CareCredit 
health and animal care credit card. Ensuring they’re 
�nancially prepared can help keep everyone’s focus 
on what’s best for the horse instead of stressing 
about how to pay for it. 

HELP PREPARE THEM 
FOR THE UNEXPECTED

Remind your clients that preventive care is essential 
for their horse’s long-term health. Emphasize that 
these visits give you the opportunity to understand 
their horse’s unique needs and allow you to make 
personalized recommendations. By reinforcing the 
value of preventive care, you’re strengthening your 
role as a trusted advisor who’s committed to the 
well-being of their horse.

REINFORCE THE NEED 
FOR PREVENTIVE CARE 
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Protects the Cartilage
Noltrex Vet coats and protects the
cartilage surface, reducing friction in
compromised joints.

®

The synthetic formulation means
Noltrex Vet stays in place longer,
providing extended lubrication.

®

Long-lasting Relief

Noltrex Vet is gradually  broken down and
removed from the body,  leaving no residue.

®
Naturally Eliminated Over Time

Safety Information: Noltrex Vet is intended for use in horses as a joint lubricant and should only be administered by a licensed veterinarian. Joint inflammation should be resolved before treatment.
Temporary side effects such as heat, swelling, or discomfort may occur after injection and typically resolve within 2-5 days. Aseptic synovitis or infection may occur due to the route of administration. 

®

The latest addition to our on-demand CE library is Exploring Poor Performance
in the Sport Horse. Eligible for 3.5 Hours of RACE-Approved CE!
 

Because
Every Step
Matters

Uncompromised Cartilage Care
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Navajo Nation Equitarian Initiative Trip 
Eli Olind, AAEVT President/AAEVT Education Liaison to the Equitarian Initiative

It was an honor to represent the AAEVT on another Eq-
uitarian Initiative trip to the Navajo and Hopi Nations in 
Arizona.  It was a wonderful week of reconnecting with old 
friends, making new ones, teaching, learning, and having 
an all-around amazing time working on horses.

The trip started out with us all gathering at Glenda Davis’s 
home. Glenda is the founder of an amazing organiza-
tion called Animal RezQ. There we were fed a traditional 
Navajo meal and received a blessing for the week from 
medicine man Benny Begay.  It’s such a great experience 
getting to sit in a native hogan and listen to the wise words 
of the medicine man teaching us the values of the horse and 
its connection to the Navajo.

During the week we worked at 5 different locations across 
the Navajo Nation.  I spent the week working at the sur-
gery station teaching field anesthesia. In between surgeries 
I would do trimming at the podiatry station.  The surgical 
cases this year included lots of castrations, lumpectomies, 
and umbilical hernia repairs.  

I’m not sure if it was the aligning of the planets at this 
time, or if the horses were just feeling like throwing lots of 
anesthetic challenges at us.  I love doing anesthesia on feral 

horses, but a few had me questioning my love for it this 
go round.  The veterinary students on the trip were getting 
hands-on experience performing surgeries and anesthesia 
got a good taste of how to handle situations when things 
don’t quite go to plan.  Some situations may have included 
the other technician on the trip and me being drug across 
a rodeo arena (multiple times) and the challenging wild 
horses who take extremely high doses of pre-anesthetics 
and induction agents to finally go down.  Many of the 
horses we worked on over the week were brought in right 
off of the desert and we would induce in bucking chutes 
then roll out once they were down.  The main problem we 
had was having to recover these unbroken horses by hand 
due to how the locations were set up.  

We had a few rough recoveries over the week, but I enjoyed 
getting to show techniques on how to keep a patient down 
while waiting for nystagmus to subside.  There are times 
where you have limited amounts of drugs on hand, so re-
sedating isn’t always an option.   

If you have experience in handling unbroken horses and 
have a desire to learn about the Navajo Culture, I encour-
age you to reach out to me about joining future trips to 
represent the AAEVT — Eolind@aaevt.org.
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With fall in full swing, now is the time to optimize  
disease prevention and treatment protocols 
Provided by Merck Animal Health

This year the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
has tracked 15 likely rabies outbreaks from New York to 
Oregon, according to an NBC article. Some regions, like 
central North Carolina, have experienced a doubling of 
confirmed cases in wild animals over the past year, despite 
peak season just starting.

For horses, late summer and early fall see the greatest 
uptick in cases, likely due to increased interaction with 
wildlife such as bats, raccoons, skunks and foxes, which 
are more active during these times. As the seasons change, 
these outbreaks serve as an important reminder that vac-
cination must be taken seriously. 

As an equine veterinary technician, keeping patients 
healthy and safe from disease is always a priority. And 
with certain threats continuing to be more prevalent in the 
fall months, it’s more important than ever to inform your 
clients about seasonal diseases like rabies, equine protozoal 
myeloencephalitis (EPM) and equine herpesvirus type 4 
(EHV-4)—and how to help prepare for them.

Rabies vaccination: A critical preventive measure 
Rabies is a serious, fatal zoonotic disease that remains a 
threat to horses through wildlife exposure. Your role as a 
veterinary professional in keeping both horses and humans 
safe by making sure rabies vaccinations are up to date can’t 
be overstated. 

The AAEP recommends vaccinating all horses annually 
for rabies. Because horses can encounter rabies risks year-
round—and wildlife activity often increases in the fall—de-
veloping a seasonal protocol can help you remind clients of 
the importance of staying current on vaccinations.

Keep PRESTIGE® EquiRab®, the first rabies vaccine devel-
oped specifically for horses, as part of your team’s recom-
mendation plan. It has a long track record of safe and 
effective protection.

A knockout combination that includes respiratory disease 
Starting with PRESTIGE EquiRab provides a solid founda-
tion for any equine vaccination plan, giving the veterinar-
ians in your practice the flexibility to build a customized 
and comprehensive approach. The PRESTIGE family of 
vaccines also provides comprehensive respiratory disease 
protection, including EHV-4, the most diagnosed infectious 
respiratory disease in the fall months.1  Equine influenza 
cases also start to tick up in the late fall months and con-
tinue into spring. 

EHV-4 and influenza spread quickly, especially in barn 
environments or during travel. Biosecurity measures and 
vaccination protocols should remain a priority, especially in 
facilities housing young stock, which may be more likely to 
experience complications. 

With options for both combination and single-antigen vac-
cines, PRESTIGE equips your team to streamline protocols 
and tailor vaccination plans to meet the specific needs of 
clients and their horses—without compromise. 

The risk of contracting EPM is 6 times greater in the fall
EPM is another challenge, especially with increased opos-
sum activity in the fall. Early diagnosis and treatment are 
essential to improving outcomes for horses with this debili-
tating disease. 

PROTAZIL® (1.56% diclazuril) Antiprotozoal Pellets, 
from Merck Animal Health, is an effective treatment that 
can help combat EPM and prevent further neurological 
damage. The ease of administering the alfalfa-based pellets 
combined with its proven effectiveness, make it a go-to 
solution for EPM cases. 

Having PROTAZIL on hand as part of your EPM treat-
ment protocol ensures that horses can receive timely and 
effective care when it’s needed most. Please review full 
prescribing information here. 

IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION: PROTAZIL® is contraindicated in 
horses with known hypersensitivity to diclazuril. The safety of PROTAZIL® 
in horses used for breeding purposes, during pregnancy, or in lactat-
ing mares, and use with concomitant therapies in horses has not been 
evaluated. Do not use in horses intended for human consumption. Not for 
human use. For complete safety information, refer to the product label.
Take stock of your fall protocol
With rabies, EHV-4 and EPM top of mind this season, 
take an extra moment with clients to educate them on fall 
disease risks and ways they can be prepared to ensure a 
season uninterrupted by infectious disease. 

1  Merck Animal Health and University of California, Davis, School of Veterinary 
Medicine (Nicola Pusterla). Infectious Upper Respiratory Disease Surveillance Program. 
Ongoing research 2008-present. Copyright © 2025 Merck & Co., Inc., Rahway, NJ, USA 
and its affiliates. All rights reserved. US-PRA-250900002

Rabies Quick Facts
•	 Rabies is always fatal once clinical signs appear, and vaccina-

tion is the best protection.
•	 Vaccinating protects the whole family; rabies is a zoonotic risk.
•	 Since wildlife may enter barns (especially at night), both 

stalled horses and horses on pasture have the potential to be 
exposed.

EPM Quick Facts
•	 Caused by a microscopic parasite (primarily Sarcocystis neu-

rona) spread by opossum fecal matter, which can contaminate 
feed or water.

•	 Clinical signs include stumbling, weakness, behavior 
changes or trouble swallowing. Without treatment, these may 
worsen and even become life-threatening.

•	 Risk is highest in the fall, when opossums are more active 
and horses are often stressed from travel and shows.

•	 Educate clients to keep feed rooms and bins sealed to keep 
wildlife out and call immediately if their horse is exhibiting 
unusual behavior or any of the neurological signs mentioned 
above.
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Membership By Membership Type - October 2025

Member Type Count

Advisory 6
Charter 29
Industry 64
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Student 83
Total 1322
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Membership By Membership Type 

State Members
Canada 117
Kentucky 103
California 89
Florida 83
New York 77
Texas 60
Pennsylvania 54
North Carolina 44
Colorado 43
Oklahoma 40
Oregon 37
Virginia 37
Arizona 36
Nevada 33
New Jersey 31
Ohio 31
Connecticut 24
Massachusetts 23
Wisconsin 23
Washington 22
Georgia 20
Minnesota 19
International 17
South Carolina 17
Tennessee 17
Indiana 16
Maryland 15
Michigan 15
Missouri 11
Illinois 10
Kansas 9
Utah 9
Idaho 8
New Hampshire 8
Montana 7
Alabama 6
Louisiana 6
Mississippi 6
Wyoming 6
Nebraska 5
North Dakota 4
New Mexico 3
West Virginia 3
Maine 2
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South Dakota 2
Vermont 2
Alaska 1
Hawaii 1
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Equine Veterinary Technicians Play an Important Role in 
Joint Health Communication
As one of the people on the front lines with horse owners, 
veterinary technicians can leverage that opportunity to help 
bridge the gap between medical knowledge and practi-
cal, daily horse health management. This is especially true 
when it comes to complicated topics such as joint health. 

Waiting with an owner while the veterinarian finishes up 
with another horse?  Answering questions that maybe a 
horse owner is more comfortable asking you? Or, if permit-
ted by state regulations, administering a dose of intrave-
nous LEGEND® (hyaluronate sodium) under the direction 
of a veterinarian? In any of these scenarios, it’s important 
to be able to speak to the disease states as well as the treat-
ments. 

Helping Horse Owners Understand Synovitis

While other debilitating injuries are easy to understand 
because horse owners can see them, synovitis, which is the 
inflammation of the synovial membrane and joint fluid, can 
be more challenging to conceptualize.

Synovitis is the first stage of degenerative joint disease and 
is most often caused by repetitive use. In its earliest stages, 
it may be barely recognizable but as it progresses, signs 
such as decreased performance, gait alteration, joint effu-
sion or swelling, heat around the joint, decreased range of 
motion and a painful response to flexion may be seen. 

If left untreated, synovitis can ultimately progress to carti-
lage degradation and osteoarthritis (OA), with permanent 
bony changes. 

It’s important to share this information with horse owners 
to help them understand the importance of early interven-
tion. Ongoing and proper management can help keep their 
horses comfortable and able to continue being ridden, 
whether that be in the show ring or on the trail.

How Does LEGEND Fit in the Picture?

To help treat synovitis, the veterinarian may prescribe 
LEGEND® (hyaluronate sodium). As part of a horse’s care 
team, technicians play a vital role in helping horse owners 
understand what to expect. Two of the most common ques-
tions horse owners have regarding any product are: “How 
does it work?” and “Will it work?” Being able to speak to 
those questions knowledgably helps make technicians even 
more valuable assets to the team. The information can also 
give horse owners peace of mind when making important 
decisions for their horse’s care. 

LEGEND is the first hyaluronic acid joint therapy ap-
proved by the Food & Drug Administration for intra-
venous (IV) administration. It is proven to safely and 
effectively treat non-infectious synovitis associated with 
OA.1 LEGEND reduces joint inflammation and the result-
ing pain and lameness by supplying pure hyaluronic acid, 
stimulating the joints to produce more of their own hyal-
uronic acid and decreasing the production and release of 
inflammatory mediators.1,2 

In field studies, beneficial effects of LEGEND in improving 
lameness and decreasing heat and pain were seen with just 
a single IV dose. When given once a week for up to three 
doses, LEGEND reduces inflammation and the resulting 
pain and lameness for at least 45 days.1,2  

Early intervention with LEGEND not only reduces symp-
toms of degenerative joint disease but also modifies the 
progression of the disease itself by decreasing inflammatory 
cells in the synovial membrane.2

Technicians should work closely with their veterinarians 
to determine how best to communicate with horse own-
ers, including who should take the lead and the type of 
information to be shared. Each member of the equine care 
team has a role and technicians are an excellent source of 
routine reminders for veterinarians and horse owners alike. 
And when state regulations allow, technician appointments 
for IV LEGEND administration improve practice efficiency 
and profitability. 

For more information about joint disease, go to leadwith-
care.com.

IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATON: The safety of LEGEND 
has not been evaluated in breeding stallions or in breed-
ing, pregnant or lactating mares. The following adverse 
reactions have been reported following intravenous use 
of LEGEND Injectable Solution: occasional depression, 
lethargy and fever. 

1 LEGEND product label.

2 Kawcak CE, Frisbie DD, Trotter GW, et al. Effects of intravenous administration of 
sodium hyaluronate on carpal joints in exercising horses after arthroscopic surgery and 
osteochondral fragmentation. Am J Vet Res 1997;58(10):1132-1140.

LEGEND is a registered trademark of Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health USA Inc. 
©2025 Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health USA Inc., Duluth, GA. All rights reserved. 
US-EQU-0346-2025
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SAA Explained:
A Quick Guide

Stablelab measures Serum
Amyloid A (SAA), which is a 
protein the liver produces in 
response to inflammation that 
veterinarians can use as a  
reliable indicator of infection
in horses. 

In healthy horses, SAA levels are either
undetectable or very low. Infectious
conditions can cause these levels to
increase by 100 to 1,000 times.

Ask your veterinarian to run Stablelab

INFECTION
(100’s-1000’s µg/mL)

NORMAL
(0 µg/mL)

The inflammatory response triggers the liver to produce
SAA, which is released into the bloodstream.

The concentration of SAA
can be measured from a 
simple blood sample from
your horse.

Detect infection
prior to the onset
of clinical signs,
in some cases

Monitor recovery
and response
to treatment

Screen horses for
biosecurity purposes

during travel, competition
or hospitalization

SAA IS USED TO

Know Your Horse’s Number
SAA levels typically exceed 50 µg/mL in 
infectious inflammation, while non-infectious
conditions rarely cause any elevation.

Completed
stall-side

Results in
10 minutes

Real-time information
for on-the-spot

decisions

Peace
of mind

A normal, healthy 
adult horse will have

an SAA level of

0
µg/mL

>
SAA

50
µg/mL

Infection1,2
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Client Resource:  
Explaining SAA and  
Stablelab® in Simple Terms
Want to help your clients better under-
stand what Serum Amyloid A (SAA) is 
and how Stablelab can be run right at 
the time of their appointment? 

Check out this new client-friendly info-
graphic. Perfect for social media or to 
have on hand to give to horse owners.

Downloadable digital infographic

Shareable Instagram and Facebook 
posts that simplify SAA for horse own-
ers

https://www.zoetisus.com/content/_assets/docs/Equine/SAA-Explained-Qucick-Guide-Stablelab.pdf
https://www.zoetisus.com/content/_assets/docs/Equine/SAA-Explained-Qucick-Guide-Stablelab.pdf

